
Southwest Virginia Equestrian Productions 

1443 Laurel Hill Rd Verona, VA 24482  

540-223-0055 

Mission: To promote quality shows in Southwest/ Central Virginia geared toward the beginner rider and 
trainers that have customer base that includes new to the sport riders. To include beginner levels as a 
stepping stone to compete in more advanced classes. To give show managers opportunity to offer a 

variety of classes to suit exhibitors needs. To keep fair, honest, and transparent rules and regulations. 

I. Membership  
 

a. Annual Membership for Exhibitors (December 1-November 30th) 
 

 Senior/Junior/Owner: $30 
   
  Horse: $15 
 

b. Horse & Rider Membership rules 
 

1. In order to compete, all horses, owners, and riders must be members of SWVEP. If an 
individual is an owner and rider, he/she will only pay for 1 membership.    

2. Any member who is not in good financial standing with SWVEP or a SWVEP 
affiliated horse show, will not be allowed to show.  

3. Membership fees are non-refundable. 
4. SWVEP reserves the right to deny membership to an individual (junior or senior) 

and/or to any farm or show management. 
5. To be eligible for points toward year-end awards, a horse/pony must be recorded 

and the Owner or Lessee must be members of SWVEP prior to any competition. 
Points will only be awarded to horses shown under their recoded show name. It is 
the owner’s responsibility to ensure his or her entry is correct at each horse show. 

6. During the year, upon the sale or lease of a recorded horse or pony, the Owner or 
Lessee should advise the SWVEP in writing (either email or snail mail) of a change in 
status if that change will impact points won or awards granted at the end of the year. 
No fee will be charged for a change of ownership or a change of lessee made, if all of 
the parties, including the horse, are current members or currently recorded. If all 
parties are not current members, a new membership fee will be charged. 

7. The recorded name of a horse or pony may be changed upon notification in writing 
to SWVEP.  

8. A rider’s age for the horse show year is determined as of December 1ST of the 
competition year.  

9. Junior, Amateur and Professional members are classified pursuant to the USEF rules 
and as such are recognized by SWVEP as the same. 

 
c. Horse Show membership 

 
1. Show membership fees: $40/show 
2. Applications for sanctioned Horse Shows: 

i. Applications for show dates of Recognized Regular Shows must be made on 
the form provided by the Association and accompanied by the payment of full 
dues.  



ii. A late fee of $40 will be assessed if applications are received in the office less 
than sixty days and no other qualified applicant has applied. 

iii. Shows within 50 miles of one another will not be permitted on the same day. 
Preference will be given to the show that applies to the association 1st. This will 
allow grass roots type shows to occur keeping travel expenses to a minimum. 

iv. There is no limit on the amount of shows an individual runs per year.  
v. A show may apply for membership in the Association, have dates approved, 

operate under Association Rules and receive all protection from the 
Association at any time during the year. However, unless Application for 
Show Membership is received by the Association at least sixty (60) days prior 
to the holding of a show, the date cannot be guaranteed.   

vi. Each Show associated with SWVEP must provide proof of insurance with 
SWVEP listed as additionally insured.  

vii. If any infractions arise, they will be handled on a case by case basis by 
management.  

 

II.  Prizelist Rules 

a. Prize lists must list the applicable rules under the appropriate divisions.  
b. SWVEP must be listed on the prize list. Prize list must be made public no later than 2 weeks prior 

to the show date. The on-line version must be posted to the Association website AND an easily 
found farm or facility’s website and/or is available on FaceBook, as an example.  

c. Show managers must have a copy of the rule book & show evaluation form available at the show.   
d. Judge(s) must be listed on the prize list. A mailing list will be available to the show management 

for notification to all current members. 
 

III. Show manager rules 

a. All SWVEP member shows will follow the rules of VHSA, USEF and USHJA where applicable. 
Modifications are made to accommodate local conditions. However, VHSA, USEF and USHJA 
rules shall be used as the over-riding format under which all Hunter, Jumper and Equitation 
classes and divisions are run.  

b. Management must enforce all rules of the Association from the time entries are admitted to the 
competition                   grounds until their departure. 

 

IV. Judges: 

a. Local shows may hire knowledgeable horse-persons who do not hold USEF judges cards. It is the 
show management’s responsibility to provide qualified judges and to provide all judges with 
SWVEP rules and class descriptions. Judges must not have any ongoing relationship to any host 
institution or its riders.  
 

b.    Options for the use and hiring of judges for SWVEP horse shows:  

1.  In the event that an SWVEP horse show manager hosts two separate horse shows 
during one week (or any other multiple contiguous days), if there will only be one 
ring in use each day, there must be different judges for each SEPARATE horse show.  

2.  If two rings are used during the course of any show, the judge may move from one 
ring to the other ring.  



3. In the event that one horse show is contested over multiple days, one judge may be 
used on all days.  

4. In the event that two rings are going simultaneously at any show, two judges must be 
used.  

5. In cases where two judges are available and are similarly qualified, the judges should 
be rotated for multiple day shows, or in the case of two separate horse shows on one 
weekend.  

 

V. Horse Show Rules/ Protocol 

a. In cases in which a rule is not delineated in SWVEP rulebook, USEF rules may apply. 
b. Any show that is cancelled for any reason (including acts of god) may retain that date for the next 

year, provided that the SWVEP show fees are paid. Cancellation of a show for a second year (for 
any reason) will result in the loss of that date regardless of priority or payment. However, a show 
date may, with 30 days notice and SWVEP approval, be loaned to another management without 
restriction, thereby retaining “ownership” of the date by the lending party. A show may be 
rescheduled without paying an additional fee.  

c. Shows must have an official announcer, show secretary, and a gate attendant at each ring. 
Further, these officials and the judge(s) must have effective, immediate and reliable 
communication for the entire duration of the show. There should also be a punctual and 
competent ring crew present for every class and course change for the duration of the show.  

d. All riders riding in Hunter, Jumper, and Equitation sections, while riding anywhere on the 
competition grounds, must wear properly fitting protective headgear which meets or exceeds 
ASTM (American Society for Testing and Materials)/SEI (Safety Equipment Institute) standards 
for equestrian use and carries the SEI tag. Harness must be secured and properly fitted. Any rider 
violating this rule at any time must immediately be prohibited from further riding until such 
headgear is properly in place 

e. Animal welfare – in keeping with the most current USEF rules (see current USEF rules for a 
complete listing of prohibited acts), the following acts are prohibited: 
a. Riding an exhausted horse 
b. Excessive pressuring of a tired horse 
c. Riding or lunging an obviously lame horse 

f. The judge’s decision is final. 
g. No one may enter the under saddle portions of a recognized hunter division that has not 

competed in at              least one over fences class. 
h. Horses may not be exhibited in the competition ring or schooled in the designated warm up areas 

after the                       official hour of sunset unless lighting is provided that assures full and complete 
visibility. 

i. All recognized shows must have an EMT, or qualified emergency medical personnel, present 
during all sessions of the horse show. It is strongly encouraged that the EMT be present during 
schooling sessions. 

j. Competition Reporting Requirements: 
 

i. Each competition must forward full results, postmarked within 10 days of the 
competition, indicating the winners, the names of all horses and owners and all 
corrections, changes and additions to the prize list. This material is needed in order that 
winnings of exhibitors may be included in the Association's permanent records. 

ii. Show secretaries or managers are required to verify horse and rider are members of the 
association before showing.  



iii. Show secretary/ managers must send a list of all entries to SWVEP within 10 
business days.  

iv. Results filed past 10 working days will incur a $50.00 fine, and an additional 
$20.00 per late day in order for points to count. Points filed past 30 working days 
will incur an additional $75.00. Additionally, the show will forfeit its date for the 
following year and must refile for dates in subsequent years. Use of incorrect 
membership forms by show management, will also result in a $75.00 fine.  

v. Results sent to the Points Secretary may be filed on the form available on the 
SWVEP website or HSO.  Points must be emailed to the points secretary and show 
managers must keep the hard copy of the points sheets until year-end points are 
finalized in case of discrepancies.  

vi. Failure to settle indebtedness to member shows will be dealt with in the following 
way. Show management shall send a registered letter along with a copy of the non 
negotiable check to the member informing them of their indebtedness. SWVEP 
will then contact said member giving them ten (10) working days to settle their 
debt and/or respond with proof of payment. If after ten (10) working days the 
issue is not resolved, the member's points will be deleted from the show in 
question. The member will not be allowed to compete at subsequent shows until 
all fees are paid in full.   

 

VI. Points/ Recognized Divisions 

a. All horse shows recognized by SWVEP and exhibitors shall be governed by the Association rules.  
b. In order for points to count, all division specifications and rules must be adhered to.  
c. Unless otherwise noted below, all rules will defer to USEF/ USHJA.  
d. The show calendar year is December 1-November 30th.  
e. Points are final on November 30th of the current year.  
f. Any point discrepancies need to be filed in writing within 30 days of the proposed fault. 
g. 3 entries must complete the 1st over fences class of each division for points to count.  
h. 3 entries must complete a medal class for points to count.   
i. Recognized Divisions that qualify for points: 

 

Introductory Equitation     Maiden Equitation 

Novice Equitation     Limit Equitation 

Pleasure Pony      Pleasure Horse 

Pony Hunter      Future Hunter 

Pony Equitation Flat      Jr Equitation Flat 

Adult Equitation     Children/ Adult Hunter 

  
VII. Results/ Points  

a. Six (6) ribbons must be awarded in each recognized class. Championship and Reserve 
Championship                 ribbons must be awarded in each recognized division.  

b. No Championship can be awarded in any division unless two out of the three 
scheduled classes in that division have been placed. If a competition is in progress and 



must be stopped due to storm, loss of daylight, or other emergency, the Show 
Committee will decide whether to recommence, cancel, or combine classes. 

c. For a Hunter division at a one-day show to count fully, a minimum of two (2) entries 
must enter, compete and complete all classes of the division.  

d. The Champion and Reserve Champion titles are awarded to the top two of the four 
horses which acquire the most points over fences. Only those four horses will be 
awarded under saddle points toward the Championship. All under saddle points, 
however, will count toward the SWVEP Year End High Score awards. In case of a tie 
score, the Championship/Reserve is awarded to the horse that accumulated the most 
points over fences. If the horses are still tied, they may hack to break the tie or flip a 
coin. 
 

Placing Points awarded 
1 10 
2 6 
3 4 

              4 2 
5 1 
6 .5 

Champion 20 
Reserve Champion 15 

 
 

VIII. Hunter Division 

a. To be judged on performance, manners, and way of going. 
b. Martingales of any type are prohibited in under saddle classes. 
c. Boots and bandages are prohibited. In the case of inclement weather, show management 

may permit  the use of bell boots only 
d. No one may enter the under saddle portion of a recognized pony division that has not 

competed in at least     one over fences class. 
e. Recognized Pony divisions, are open to any age junior regardless of the size of the  pony. 
f. Ponies competing in the recognized Pony Hunter divisions must be shown by a junior. 
g. Ponies shown in the pony hunter sections may not be shown by an adult in a recognized 

division at the                         same competition 
h. Small ponies are not to exceed 12.2 hands, medium ponies are over 12.2 and do not exceed 

13.2 hands, large ponies are over 13.2 and do not exceed 14.2 hands. 
i. Judged on performance and soundness. Manners and suitability of a pony to the rider will 

be emphasized. Extreme speed is penalized. Judges must penalize but not necessarily 
eliminate an entry not having such manners and suitability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
X. Division Specifications  

Introductory Equitation - Open to junior and amateur riders, mounted on horses or ponies in his/her 
1st year of showing whom have never shown over fences. Division classes to consist of: 1) walk 
equitation 2) walk/trot equitation 3) walk/ trot/ individual canter.  Judged on position, control, 
guidance, and suitability of mount.  

Novice Equitation - Open to junior and amateur riders, mounted on horses or ponies in his/ her 1st or 
2nd year of showing who have never shown over fences higher than 18”. Division classes to consist of 
1) walk/ trot/ canter 2) poles course 3) poles course. Course can not to exceed 5 poles. Trotting not to 
be penalized. Judged on position, control, guidance, and suitability of mount. 

Maiden Equitation- Open to junior and amateur riders, mounted on horses or ponies ,that have 
shown for no more than 3 years  or over fences higher than 2’. Division classes to consist of 1)  
walk/trot/canter 2) cross rails course 3) cross rails course. Courses to be a minimum of 7 fences set at 
18”. Simple changes not to be penalized. Judged, on position, control, and guidance.  

Limit Equitation: Open to junior and amateur riders, mounted on horses or ponies, whom have 
shown for no more than 4 years or over fences higher than 2’3. Division classes to consist of 1) walk/ 
trot/canter 2) course A 3) course B. Courses to be a minimum of 7 fences set at 2’. No oxers permitted. 
Judged on position, control, and guidance.  

Open Equitation: Open junior and amateur riders, mounted on horses or ponies, whom have not 
shown over fences higher than 2’6. Division classes to consist of 2 courses at 2’3 and 3) walk/ trot/ 
canter class. Courses to be a Minimum of 7 fences set at 2’3. At least 3 jumps must be oxers. Judged on 
position, control, and guidance. 2 entries required to fill this class.  

Pony equitation on the flat: Open juniors or amateurs mounted on ponies. To be shown at a walk, 
trot, and canter both directions. Judged on position, control, and guidance. Can be combined with Jr. 
Equitation on the flat if fewer than entries.  

Junior Equitation on the flat: Open to junior riders mounted on horses. To be shown at a walk, trot, 
and canter both directions. Judged on position, control, and guidance. Can be combined with Pony 
equitation on the flat.  

Adult Equitation on the flat: Open to adults on horses or ponies (not entered in a pony division). To 
be shown at a walk, trot, and canter in both directions. Judged on position, control, and guidance. 
Can be combined with Jr. Equitation on the flat.  

Student Equitation: Open to junior or amateur riders mounted on a horse or pony owned by a school 
or lesson program. Riders may not have shown over fences 2’6 or higher. Division classes to consist of 
2 over fences 3) walk/trot/canter. Courses to be a minimum of 7 fences set at 2’3 and 2’6 (rider’s 
choice). Simple changes will not be penalized. Judged on position, control and guidance. 

Child/Adult Hunter: Open to junior or amateur riders mounted on horses. Riders may not have 
shown over fences higher than 2’6. Horse and rider combination can’t compete at 2’9 or higher at the 
same show. Division classes to consist of 2 over fences and an under saddle class. Courses to be a 



minimum of 7 fences set at 2’6”. Division will be split if there are 3 entries in the Adult and 3 in the 
Children. Judged on performance, manners, and way of going.   

Future Hunter Horse: Open to horses in their 1st or 2nd year of showing over fences that have not 
shown over fences higher than 2’.Division classes to consist of 2 courses and an under saddle. 
Courses to be a minimum of 7 jumps offered at 2’, 2’3, or 2’6. Judged on performance, manners, and 
way of going.  

Future Hunter Pony: Open to ponies in their 1st or 2nd year of showing over fences that have never 
shown over fences 18” or higher.  Division classes to consist of 2 courses and an under saddle. 
Courses to be a minimum of 7 jumps offered at 18”, 2’, 2’3.  Judged on performance, manners, and 
way of going.  

Adult Hunter Pleasure- Open to Adult riders mounted on horses or ponies. Classes offered will 
include; Walk/Go As You Please, Walk/Trot, and Walk/Trot/Canter. If fewer than 3 entries, Adult 
Hunter Pleasure may be combined with the Junior Hunter Pleasure Division and/ or Pony Pleasure 
Division. To be judged on manners, suitability, and way of going.  

Junior Pleasure Horse- Open to junior riders mounted on horses. Classes offered will include; Walk/ 
Go as you please, Walk/Trot, and Walk/Trot/Canter. If fewer than 2 entries , Jr Pleasure Horse may 
be combined with the Junior Hunter Pleasure Division and/or the Pony Pleasure Division. To be 
judged on manners, suitability, and way of going.  

Pleasure Pony Hunter - Open to ponies shown on the flat ridden by a Junior. Classes offered will 
include;  Walk/Go As You Please, Walk/Trot, and Walk/Trot/Canter. If fewer than 3 entries, the 
Hunter Pleasure Pony division may be combined with the Junior Hunter Pleasure Horse division 
and/ or the Adult Hunter Pleasure Horse division. A pony can be considered a horse at a show if the 
pony is not exhibited in a pony restricted division such as pony. Therefore, it is acceptable for an 
adult to ride a pony in the Adult Pleasure Division as long as the pony is not shown in pony 
restricted division at the same show.  

Small/Medium & Large Pony Hunter - Open to ponies ridden by juniors. Ponies shown in this 
division may not be shown by an adult. Division to consist of 2 over fences and an under saddle. 
Courses to be a minimum of 7 fences. Small ponies (not to exceed 12.2h) to jump 18”, medium ponies 
(over 12.2h - not to exceed 13.2h) to jump 2’, large ponies (over 13.2h- 14.2) to jump 2’3. Judged on 
performance, manners, and way of going. Large and small/ medium divisions must be offered split, 
but if there are fewer than three ponies in each section the divisions must be combined. Lines less 
than 72' must be set on appropriate distances.  

SWVEP Jr/Amateur Medal: Open to junior or amateur riders, mounted on horses. Riders may not 
have not shown over 2’6. Fences to be offered at 2’3 & 2’6. Course must include at least 2 changes of 
direction and must have a minimum of 7 fences. All riders without a major fault to be called back on 
the flat. Both phases to count 50%. USEF Equitation tests 1-6 & 9 may be used. To be judged on 
position, control, and guidance. The same horse must be used for both phases. 3 riders must complete 
the course for points to count.   

SWVEP Pony Medal: Open to junior riders mounted on ponies. Riders may not have shown over 2’6. 
Small ponies to jump 18’, medium ponies to jump 2’, large ponies to jump 2’3”. Course must include 
at least 2 changes of direction and must have a minimum 7 fences. All riders without a major fault to 



be called back on the flat. Both phases to count 50%. USEF Equitation tests 1-6, & 9 may be used. To 
be judged on position, control, and guidance. The same horse must be used for both phases. 3 riders 
must complete the course for points to count.  

SWVEP Beginner Medal: Open to junior and amateur riders mounted on horses or ponies. Riders 
may not have competed in any medal final previously. Riders may not have shown over 2’6”. Fences 
2’. Course must include at least 2 changes of direction and must have a minimum of 7 fences. All 
riders without a major fault to be called back on the flat. Both phases to count 50%. USEF Equitation 
tests 1-5 may be used. To be judged on position, control, and guidance. Same horse must be used for 
both phases. 3 riders must complete the course for points to count.   

 


